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may be killed without blame or fear of reprisal. ' Its life
is forfeit on account of its ingratitude/

Cobras are commonly supposed to be the guardians of
hidden treasure, especially in or near old temples, where
the existence of concealed gems is more than probable*
For instance, the space between the tops of the jambs and
the lintel of the great doorway of the Anjaneya temple
at Mudugere is always occupied by cobras. Mr. R.
Narasimhachar, the famous archaeologist, reports that he
himself saw one on the right jamb.1

Not far from these temples the Balamuri dam, across
the river, gives rise to the important Virajanadi channel,,
of which a lovely little bend is crossed close by the village
of Kalastavadi, on the road from Mysore to Seringapatam.
Forty-one miles in length, the channel irrigates over seven
thousand acres, and the revenue derived from it is little
short of 50,000 rupees.

Five or six miles from Belgula bring us to the great

KRISHNARAJA SAGARA DAM,

known before its official opening by His Highness, whose
name the 'ocean* (sagara) * now bears, as Kannambadi>
from the village on the left bank.

This name occurs again and again in Mysore epigra-
phical records. In 1579 it was a great agrahara* Yedatore
58 mentions a grant of an agrahara here to 120 Brahmins*
* Each house contained a mattress, a bolster and coloured
blankets; stools, vessels for worship and others filled with
rice, with nine kinds of grain, with jaggery, ghi, oil and
other necessaries. Cows were given and each Brahmin was
presented with two cloths, a turban, ruby ear-rings and

1 Mysore Archaeological Report, 1920.